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A very remarkable lamp \vas discovered about the year 1500 near
Ateste, a town belonging to Padua, in Italy, by a rustic who in his
explorations in a field came upon an urn containing another urn, in
which last was deposited one of these much-doubted miraculous lamps.
The aliment of this strange lamp appeared to be a very exquisite crystal
liquor, by the ever-during'powers of which the lamp must have con-
tinued to shine for upwards of fifteen hundred years. And unless this
lamp had been so suddenly exposed to the action of the air, it is
supposed that it might have continued to burn for any time. This
lamp, endowed with such unbelievable powers, was discovered to be
the workmanship of an unknown contriver named Maxhnus Olibius,
who must have possessed the profoundest skill in chemical art. On the
greater urn some lines were inscribed in Latin, recording the perpetua-
tion of this wonderful secret of the preparation and the starting of these
(almost) immortal flames.

St. Austin mentions a lamp that was found in a temple dedicated' to
Venus, which, notwithstanding that it was exposed to the open weather,
could never be consumed or extinguished.

Ludovicus Vives, his commentator, in a supplementary mention of
ever-burning lamps, cites an instance of another similar lamp which
was discovered a little before his time, and which was considered to
have been burning for a thousand and fifty years.

It is supposed that the perpetuity of the flame of these wonderful
lamps was owing to the consummate tenacity of the unctuous matter
with which the light was maintained ; and that the balance was so
exquisitely perfect between the feeding material and the strength
of the flame, and so proportioned for everlasting provision and ex-
penditure, that, like the radical moisture and natural heat in animals,
neither of them could ever unduly prevail. Licetus, who has advanced
this opinion, observes that in order to effectually prevent interference
with this balance, the ancients hid these lamps in caverns or in enclosed
monuments. Hence it happened that on opening these tombs and
secret places, the admission of fresh air to the lamps destroyed the
fine equilibrium and stopped the life (as it were) of the lamp, simi-
larly as a blow or a shock stops a watch, in jarring the matchless
mechanism.

